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Mathematician Ian Stewart tells listeners what he wishes he had known when he was a student. He

takes up subjects ranging from the philosophical to the practical-what mathematics is and why it's

worth doing, the relationship between logic and proof, the role of beauty in mathematical thinking,

the future of mathematics, how to deal with the peculiarities of the mathematical community, and

many others.
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Stewart writes a series of letters to a (probably) fictitious young person to inform each step of that

student's journey along the path to becoming a mathematician - starting with grade school questions

about "What's math good for?"- and going through advice on how to negotiate office politics in

post-doctoral academia.Each of these chronological letters contain practical advice as well as

interesting insights into scholarly subjects, not limited to the field of mathematics.For example,

Stewart presents some of the crispest, most comprehensible definitions I've run across. He defines

postmodernism as "the belief that everything is social convention." Other people have spent whole

windy pages and chapters trying to define that term, and only succeeded in putting me in a greater

fog than before I started.Stewart defines fractals as patterns that "exist in a fractional number of

dimensions." And Godel's theorem gets intelligibly summarized as "the theory that there will be

statements that can never be proved either true or false, but that can be used as axioms of

equations either way - without creating inconsistency."Along the way, Stewart renders some wise

advice on how to live life in general. He points out how often the theory that people struggle for



decades to prove or disprove (like Fermat's Last Theorem) is not important in and of itself. But the

process of trying to prove it often opens whole new fields of mathematics. That's another take on

the old truism - It's the journey not the destination.Stewart made only one remark that I didn't think

was totally reliable in this neat little book of essays. He says that a primary pleasure to be found in

the practice of mathematics is that there is only one correct answer.

Letters to a Young Mathematician: Art of Mentoring Letters to a Young Contrarian (Art of Mentoring

(Paperback)) Letters to a Young Chef (Art of Mentoring (Paperback)) A Mathematician's Lament:

How School Cheats Us Out of Our Most Fascinating and Imaginative Art Form Archimedes:

Innovative Mathematician, Engineer, and Inventor (Greatest Greek Philosophers) Irreligion: A

Mathematician Explains Why the Arguments for God Just Don't Add Up A Numerate Life: A

Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably Yours Tim Gunn: The Natty

Professor: A Master Class on Mentoring, Motivating and Making It Work! Mentoring At-Risk

Students through the Hidden Curriculum of Higher Education Successful STEM Mentoring Initiatives

for Underrepresented Students: A Research-Based Guide for Faculty and Administrators Becoming

Peers: Mentoring Girls Into Womanhood A Game Plan For Life: The Power of Mentoring Mentoring

101 The Mentee's Guide: Making Mentoring Work for You The Elements of Mentoring Mentoring

101: What Every Leader Needs to Know With: A Practical Guide to Informal Mentoring and

Intentional Disciple Making Catechism for Young Children Questions 1-30: Bible Story and Art

Activities for the Shorter Catechism (Bible Stories and Art Activities for the Shorter Catechism for

Young Children) (Volume 1) The Screwtape Letters Study Guide: A Bible Study on the C.S. Lewis

Book The Screwtape Letters Ulysses S. Grant : Memoirs and Selected Letters : Personal Memoirs

of U.S. Grant / Selected Letters, 1839-1865 (Library of America) 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/le47m/letters-to-a-young-mathematician-art-of-mentoring.pdf?r=CGwpn1fSFJTNbU7gN2YdrZojkP0wacKULP4D0RfYpBakvIHi0T4bzkUsI6xim%2Fx6
http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

